C}6                                 THEUPPfcR     CLASSES                                   IV

Greeks had a completely fantastic view of the nature of the
innocent rabbit, we must conclude that the poisonous hares
were, in fact, the urban middle and lower classes. In the
opinion of their enemies, they have come 'from the market'
and have been brought up there, or even worse, they have
come from 'near the gates of the town7 x The sausage-seller
prides himself on his being a 'bad man', and on being able to
prove his origin from 'bad men7, and so did others in real life.2

That pride is the comic and grotesque counterpart to the
intransigent pride of the aristocrats, which could be regarded
as justifiable or simply ridiculous,, whichever way one looked
at it.3 The nobleman might stress the fact that he was going
to Kolonos, the hill 'of the knights', not to the market-hill, the
Kolonos Agoraios, which was also called 'the hired Kolonos',
since it was the place where hired labourers gathered 4 Nothing
more outraged Andokides, who was of a noble family, than the
news that during his exile Kleophon, the lyre-maker and
politician, had lived in his house.5

Aristocratic pride is, first of all and m its most legitimate
form, pride in a high personal tradition. All the old families
believed in their descent from the gods, but along with tradi-
tion there was certainly much vain boasting and sheer hum-
bug 6 It counted much to be able to point to ancestors who
had served the State well without gaming any advantage for
themselves, and also, of course, to one's own exploits in war.7
This sort of pride frequently showed itself in court, but often
deteriorated into a mere enumeration not only of the naval
battles one had taken part in, but, in the main, of material
benefits to the State, such as the undertaking of choregies,
trierarchies and the payment of war-taxes.8 The same ele-
mentary kind of aristocratic feeling can be traced in comedy,
and we find very little of that interest in the nature of 'true'
nobility, that of character rather than of birth, or still less of
wealth, which we find in Euripides 9
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